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Office of the Sheriff 

Charles County, MD 

 

Administrative and Operational Manual 

 

3-835 FN-303 PROJECTILE LAUNCHER 

(Effective: 1/31/2012) 

 

The FN-303 Projectile Launcher is designed to launch a fin stabilized projectile by the 

means of compressed air to a maximum effective range of 55 yards. A projectile striking 

an offender will first deliver kinetic energy in an attempt to modify or control threatening 

behavior. The same projectile will also contain liquid Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) chemical 

agent as a secondary effect to the kinetic energy strike. The use of the FN 303 is 

categorized as non-lethal force and may be used to control a dangerous or violent subject 

when: 

 

 lethal force does not appear to be justified; 

 attempts to control the subject by other conventional tactics have been ineffective; 

and/or 

 there is reasonable expectation it is unsafe for officers to approach within contact 

range of the subject. 

 

3-835.1 AUTHORIZED USER 

 

Only officers who have received the required training and certification with the specific 

launcher (FN-303 Projectile Launcher) are authorized to carry or deploy the weapon. 

This training must be documented and monitored by a certified instructor. Recertification 

will occur and be documented annually by a certified instructor; and those who cannot 

maintain the training requirements will not be authorized to use the weapon. 

 

3-835.2 STORAGE AND MAINTENANCE 

 

The FN-303 will normally be stored at the district stations in their accompanying carry 

cases. Only officers who have received training in their use are allowed to sign out a FN 

303 during their tour of duty. A designated coordinator will be responsible for the regular 

inspection and maintenance of the equipment. A documented inspection will be 

conducted at least monthly by the coordinator. The coordinator is responsible for: 

 

 ensuring the air reservoir is charged; 

 ensuring a sufficient supply of OC rounds are available; 

 dry firing the system; 

 ensuring proper overall condition of the weapon. 

 

Officers authorized to deploy the FN-303 will not disassemble or tamper with the internal 

mechanisms. Any repair for malfunction, damage, or parts replacement will be completed 

by the coordinator. 
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3-835.3 OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES 

 

A loud verbal warning "FN-303 Launcher" will be given by the officer prior to deploying 

the weapon. This warning will fulfill two (2) purposes: 

 

 provide aggressive subjects a final warning their actions are dictating the use of 

the device; and 

 notification to officers and bystanders on the scene the device is about to be 

discharged. 

 

The preferred target area when deploying the FN-303 should be center mass of the body 

between the neck and groin or the large muscles in the legs. Serious injury or even death 

may occur if the head, face, neck, groin, or other sensitive areas are targeted. 

 

The deploying officer will be responsible to direct the actions of any other on-scene 

personnel concerning the restraint of the subject. Assisting personnel should allow a few 

moments, if practical, for the chemical agent to take effect prior to making any arrest. 

 

As with other use-of-force incidents involving impact and chemical weapons, a medical 

evaluation will be conducted and documented immediately after the incident by EMS 

personnel and, if needed, the subject will be transported to an appropriate medical facility 

for evaluation prior to transportation to a detention facility. 

 

3-835.5 REPORTING 

 

All instances of FN-303 use will be reported on a Use of Force Report (Form # 226). 
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